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HOUSE MEMORI AL 1

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002
| NTRODUCED BY

Janes R Madal ena

FOR THE WATER AND NATURAL RESOURCES COWM TTEE

A MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG CONGRESS TO SUPPORT THE NAVAJO AGRI CULTURAL
PRODUCTS | NDUSTRY AND TO APPROPRI ATE ADEQUATE FUNDS TO
COVPLETE THE CONSTRUCTI ON AND TO OPERATE AND MAI NTAI N THE
NAVAJO | NDI AN | RRI GATI ON PRQJECT.

VWHEREAS, the Navaj o agricultural products industry, a
farm ng and agri busi ness enterprise of the Navajo Nation, was
formed in 1970 to devel op the Navajo Nation's agricultura
economy on the lands of the Navajo Indian irrigation project;
and

VWHEREAS, the Navaj o agricultural products industry's
customers include nmajor food processing conpani es throughout
the United States and internationally, and the "Navajo Pride"
brand has gai ned wi de consuner acceptance as an excel |l ent
hi gh-qual ity product; and

VWHEREAS, the Navaj o agricultural products industry is a
di verse, profitable business enterprise that directly
contributes over fifty mllion dollars ($50,000,000) annually

to the regional econony and enploys three hundred full-tine
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enpl oyees and one thousand seasonal enpl oyees during peak
operati ons; and

VWHEREAS, the Navaj o agricultural products industry's
future projects include continued crop diversification, food
processi ng plants, nodern crop storage and processing
facilities to fulfill custonmer packagi ng preferences and peak
mar ket demands; and

VWHEREAS, the Navaj o agricultural products industry uses
wat er provided by the Navajo Indian irrigation project to
cultivate sixty thousand acres and, since the project
conpl eti on schedul e has been del ayed by nore than twenty
years, the industry cannot cultivate the remaining fifty
t housand acres; and

VWHEREAS, further conpletion delays of the irrigation
project will have negative inpacts through |ost economc
benefits to the Navaj o agricultural products industry and the
Navaj o Nation's plans for a self-sustaining agricultural-based
economy in northwestern New Mexi co; and

VWHEREAS, the Navaj o agricultural products industry board
of directors has requested assistance and support fromthe
United States congress and the president of the United States
in securing adequate and sustai ned funding for the tinely
conpl etion of the Navajo Indian irrigation project and to
i ncrease the appropriation for the bureau of Indian affairs
irrigation canal operation and mai ntenance, which the Navajo
agricul tural products industry contracts fromthe bureau of
I ndian affairs;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that it support the
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Navaj o agricultural products industry and the Navajo Nation's
efforts to provide a self-sustaining agricultural-based
economy in northwestern New Mexi co; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States congress be
requested to appropriate enough funds to conplete construction
of the Navajo Indian irrigation project and to sustain
appropriations for the bureau of Indian affairs to operate and
mai ntain the project; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the state engi neer, the New Mexico
congressi onal del egation, the president of the United States,
the Navajo agricultural products industry board of directors,
the Navajo Nation president and the Navajo Nati on council

- 3 -

.139529.1



